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ñBrunoò 88 
Years 

A CPS ñRising Starò school and ñSchool of Distinctionò, a CPS  ñExemplary Achievement Awardò Winner, an ñAutonomous Manage-

ment Performance Schoolò (AMPS), an  Illinois Honor Roll of Schools ñAcademic Improvement Awardò & ñSpotlight School Awardò 

winner, a national SPEAK UP 200! School award winner. Named by Chicago magazine as a top 10 ñMost Promising Placesò school! 

Open House 
Wednesday, September 11th 

From 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

@ Both Buildings 

Elementary & Jr. High Schools 

-Please come and meet our staff- 

Welcome 

Back! 

This year 

 is going to 

be great! 

Partner School 

Check out the Bridge School website at: 

http://www.bridge.cps.k12.il.us/ 

Dr. Brake Wins CPS Principal  

Achievement Award - Again! 
 For the second year in 

a row Bridge Elementary 

School Principal Dr. Brake 

was awarded the CPS Principal 

Achievement Award  for 

Bridge Schoolôs outstanding 

student achievement during the 

2012-2013 school year. Dr. 

Brake was one of only 30 Chi-

cago Principals to win the 

award two years in a row.  

 Dr. Brake gives full 

credit for the award to the hard 

working, dedicated staff,  

students and parents of the  

Bridge School Family.  

Pictured L-to-R: Elvis (Dr. Brake) and Bruno. 

Thank you!  

Thank you very much! 
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Students/Teachers 

Staff/Parents 

Would you like to 

have a poem, article, 

short story, event, or 

other item of interest 

published in the 

Bridge Bugle? 

Submit your item to 

Dr. Brake 

On a flash drive 

(Microsoft Word format preferred) 

no later than the third 

week of the month for 

publication in the next 

monthôs school news-

paper. 

BRAKEõS TAKE  
Welcome 

Back! 

We would like every-

one to welcome the 

newest members of the 

Bridge School family.  

N E W  FA C E S A T  B R I D G E  SC H O O L  

Ms. Elizabeth Lerner - First Grade Teacher Ms. Helena Hernandez - Pre-K Teacher 

Ms. Jennifer Choy  

 Jr. High Computer Lab Teacher 

Mr. Richard Schreiber  

 Jr. High Art Teacher 

Mrs. Sarah Sands  

 Jr. High Music Teacher 

Ms. Nancy Recchia 

 Jr. High Librarian 

Here we go again. The beginning of what will be another great school year at Bridge! Everyone 

seems very excited to be back and get the school year started. I hope to see all of the parents and 

families at the September 11th Open House held in both buildings from 5:00-7:00 PM.  I want 

to thank everyone for all their hard work and dedication to making our school the best school - 

Bridge Elementary School! Great people make great schools and we are great!  

Thank you, Dr. Christopher Brake 



Family 

Movie 

Night 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

 

Labor 

Day 

3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 

 
LSC/NCLB 

PAC Mtgs. 

5:30 PM 

19 
 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 
 

Mid-Quarter 

Progress  

Reports  

Distributed 

26 27 28 

29 30      

September 2013 

 Fall Book Fair       Fall Book Fair      Fall Book Fair       Fall Book Fair        

         will be open                  

Open 

House 

5-7 PM 

Family 

Movie 

Night 

Indicates day of non-attendance for students 



We have been introducing 
the children to our library 
centers and explaining to 
them how our lending library 
will work. The children have 
been very excited and are 
looking forward to the mini-
book reports with their    
family. Come check out our 
lending libraries in our class-
rooms. Room 111 has a 
cozy corner to look at books, 
room 109 has a comfy  
couch under a canopy to 
look at books, and room 105 
turned their library into a 
Readbox where every book 
is free to rent out!  

Here are some quick tips to 
help you and your child be-
come a great reader: 

Read Together  

By reading together on a 
daily basis, you are sharing 

a warm and loving time and 
demonstrating the im-
portance of reading. 

Build Vocabulary 

Give everything a name.  
For example, "Look at that 
airplane! Those are the 
wings of the plane. Why do 
you think they are called 
wings?". 

 

Express Yourself 

Tell your child how much 
you enjoy reading with him/
her.  You could mention how 
ñstory timeò is your favorite 
part of the day. 

Make it Fun & Interactive 

You different voices and 
expressions. Discuss what's 
happening in the book, point 
out things on the page, and 

ask questions. 

Writing is Involved 

Explain how we read from 
left to right and how words 
are separated with spaces.  

Print is Everywhere 

Point out written words you 
have seen in the world 
around us.  You can ask 
your child to find a new word 
every time you go out. 

Read, Read, Readé... 

Please Check Out Our E-
We post on a monthly basis 
everything we have been 
working on and what to look 
forward to. It is a great tool 
for you and your child be-
cause we will list from time to 
time books we have read, 
songs we have been singing, 

and projects we have 
been working on. Please 
visit the site below to find 
out what we will be work-
ing on in the near future. 

 

 

Visit us at: 

http://
www.bridge.cps.k12.il.us/
studentre-

sources.html#eboard 

 

 

Preschool is Learning 

Why Reading is 

Important!  

 

 

 

Bridge 

Preschool 

News 

Did You Know? 
§ [ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜπ
ƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴΦ 
¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀ 
ǿƻǊŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ƻǊ ǊŜŀŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƛǘΦ 

§ Read the same 

book over and 

over again. The 

average person 

retains only 5% 

of what is read 

once after 30 

days. 
§ According to the 

AAP (American 

Association of 

Pediatrics), read-

ing is a signifi-

cant aid in brain 

development and 

encourages a so-

lidifying, emo-

tional bond be-

tween parent and 

child. 
§ Children who are 

introduced to 

books at an early 

age are more 

prone to grasp the 

variances in 

phonics, which in 

turn affects their 

language skills 



We are very excited 
that the 2013-2014 
school year has be-
gun. We have enjoyed 
our first week in Kin-
dergarten and  have 
begun the year by 
teaching the students 
rules and procedures 
for school and our 
classrooms. Please 
ask your child to tell 
you about how to be 
a good listener, how 
to sit on the rug and 
how to take care of 

books. This week we 
read òThe Kissing 
Handó and the stu-
dents found the story 
to be comforting as it 
helped to relieve the 
anxiety that some 
students experience 
at the beginning of 
the year. We also read 
òDavid Goes to 
Schooló and dis-
cussed the difference 
between good choic-
es and poor choices 

made in school.  

This week we have 
started our Saxon 
Math lessons. The 
students have begun  
my learning songs to 
help students remem-
ber how to write the 
numbers 1-4. The stu-
dents have also begun 
to explore math ma-
terials that they will 
be using throughout 

the school year dur-
ing math time. The 
students have en-
joyed counting and 
making patterns with 
teddy bears, as well 
as, making different 
things using pattern 

blocks. 

Exploring Math  

Welcome!!  

Kindergarten News 


